dumb labouring masses stood at a lower level than almost
any country in Europe, with the exception of Italy and
Spain. But in 1930 we occupied, I believe, one of the first
places as regards the number of books and newspapers
published. We are justified in saying that the entire people
of the Soviet Union are very well familiar with what is
going on in the world, and soon they will learn to speak
intelligibly and reasonably of their needs. Illiteracy is being
rapidly and successfully eliminated. With every year,
the workers and peasants are promoting more and more
of their own people to work in the administration, in the
press, in literature, art, science and technology. The
country speaks through the mouths of hundreds of thou-
sands of worker and rural correspondents, army correspond-
ents, youth correspondents and children's correspondents,
and through the mouths of hundreds of thousands of
"women delegates."" We are entitled to be proud of the
fact, of which there has been no precedent anywhere or
at any time, that our Red Army is a cultural force, and
not merely an organization created for the physical defence
of the workers' and peasants' state.
But there is an even more graphic and incontestable
index of the rapidity and success of our cultural growth.
Before me lie some score and a half booklets published
by the All-Union Central Council of Trade Unions, and
a pile of books penned by our rapidly-growing army of
"sketch-writers."" Most of them are written by "shock
workers/' and are simple, lucid and vivid accounts of the
way socialist emulation arose in mills and factories, in
collective farms, and agricultural communes, of the way
shock brigades arose, and how Young Communists distirt-
guished themselves in factories. They reflect the rapid
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